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Perennial Planters

The Plant Specialists’ team of architects, designers and horticulturalists bring lush foliage to 
New York’s small spaces

On a clear, sunny day, a welcoming lounge chair rests under a shady trellis of sweet-smelling 
wisteria and next to a 30-year-old Japanese maple. While the scene may be reminiscent 
of a spot found in the Hamptons, or even Italy, this small sanctuary is actually located on a 
rooftop in Long Island City. Rather than vistas of endless ocean waves or rolling Tuscan hills, it 
features a view of midtown Manhattan and the Queensboro Bridge.

The expansive garden is more than just a testament to a love of nature; it’s a test garden and 
source of pride for Philip Roche and Grahame Hubbard, the owners of Plant Specialists. The 
company creates indoor and outdoor gardens to suit a variety of themes and spaces. The 
70 architects, designers and horticulturalists at Plant Specialists realize that, in a city where 
a quiet spot and a bit of greenery are premiums, there’s nothing more soothing than going 
home to a garden that seems transported from the country s i d e.

With 32 years of history, Plant Specialists serves as a true institution to architects and 
designers in the know. Roche had been with the company for a decade when he and 
Hubbard, a friend and fellow New Zealand native, took over ownership of Plant Specialists 
almost three years ago. Both live in apartments on the Long Island City site, making the 
business quite literally the center of their lives.
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Roche and Hubbard’s second-floor apartments are situated on opposing corners of a wide 
courtyard filled with trees and shrubbery. As evident from the beautifully maintained garden 
on Roche’s vast rooftop and the cozy, leafy nook on Hubbard’s terrace, the two love what  
they do.

“You don’t study to be a gardener because of the money or the glory,” Hubbard notes. 
“People who join our company join for their own reasons and are passionate about the 
work.” In addition to a love for the work itself, gardening in the city also requires a degree 
of expertise and versatility. “We’re used to working on a postage stamp of space,” says 
Hubbard. “It’s really a bigger form of bonsai because everything is in containers.” It takes a 
creative mind as well as a great deal of strength to transport an enormous potted palm to the 
73rd floor of a building, after all.

Because many roofs can only support so much weight, Hubbard points out that they often 
use lighter composite and fiberglass materials and potting mixes that don’t retain as much 
moisture to ensure the sustainability of the gardens. The company provides extensive 
maintenance, lighting and irrigation services, and, in addition, also supplies and tends to 
indoor plants. Clients can select from a multitude of different maintenance services for 
outdoor and indoor needs. Even during the winter, with plants lying dormant under a blanket 
of snow or being carefully tended to in the greenhouse, Plant Specialists provides a unique 
selection of firewood to keep hearths blazing.

“One of the reasons we get such a big thrill out of creating gardens is that we’re really helping 
to create a part of people’s homes,” says Hubbard. “There’s no bigger compliment than when 
they say, ‘We feel so relaxed here.’”

With more than 1,050 clients, the company is adept at catering to various preferences and 
styles. The Plant Specialists’ strict practice of using only organic plants and materials ensures 
that once the strawberry bush outside Hubbard’s doorstep bears fruit, it is ready for the 
dinner table.

By using a variety of plants—including dahlias, birches, mini-pineapples and palms—the 
team at Plant Specialists have the ability to create everything from old-fashioned, rambling 
gardens to modern, symmetrical pool decks.

“It’s really satisfying to drive down Park Avenue and know that many buildings have gardens 
that we’ve made,” says Hubbard. “We love putting our touch on New York.”

Green Design

Plant Specialists’ architects, designers and horticulturalists are adept at creating indoor and 
outdoor gardens to suit a variety of themes and spaces. 

Home Gardens

“One of the reasons we get such a big thrill out of creating gardens is that we’re really helping 
to create a part of people’s homes,” says Hubbard. “There’s no bigger compliment than when 
clients say, ‘We feel so relaxed here.’”


